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All good things must come to an end sometime
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Announcements: 
President De Bernardo named Rotarian 
Fred Gawlick as Rotarian of the Year.  Fred 
was not speechless when accepting the 
award.  He expressed how much the club 
means to him and what a privilege it is to live 
here and to be part of this club.  
Congratulations Fred! 

 
 
President De Bernardo announced that 
this was his last meeting.  He recognized 
Michael & Sam for their music and Donna 
for her photos and Jeanette for stepping up 
into a new role.  He recognized Jim and 
Bob as Sargeant at Arms.  He also 
recognized his Senior Directors and Jr. 
Board Directors before breaking into a 
marathon slide session about what we can 
all agree was an outstanding Presidential 
year.   We also sang God Bless America, 
and then Wes Walker and Chris Murphy led 
us in the Rotary welcome. We also had 
guests:  Bob Ciapponi introduced his 
daughter Katrina.   Dave Smith introduced 
Brian Bing. President Angelo De Bernado 
introduced Yadira Rodoni.  
 

Last Meeting June 21, 2024 
Invocation: “Drummin” Dave Dreyfus 
reflected on his inner musician and asked 
the club to repeat a rock refrain to live by:   
“I want to rock and roll all night and party 
every day!”.   An excellent message to start 
the weekend!  

 
Raffle: John Burroughs was the lucky 
winner of today’s raffle which included a 
special selection of gifts.   John’s winnings 
were generously donated by Blaine 
Brokaw.   
 

 

Detective Report:  Bob Ciapponi just 
returned from Italy and shared with us that 
he has been a little grumpy because he 
can’t find any good gelato in the area.  
 
Program:  Ashley Thompson introduced 
Ken Whiting of Whiting’s foods.  Ken and 
his business were made in Santa Cruz and 
he opened up his presentation 
congratulating Fred Gawlick as Rotarian of 
the Year and for Angelo’s year as 
president.  

 
Ken reluctantly shared that he was a 
member another local Rotary club and 
went on to share stories about himself and 
his family’s business.   Whiting’s Foods has 
operated for over 70 years.  His father was 
a milkman with eight children.  Ken was 
able to learn about the business first hand 
and started as a banana peeler.   Whiting’s 
Foods operates on the Boardwalk, the KP 
arena and at fairs and festivals.   Whiting’s 
hires kids from the community for work and 
the business has been recognized as an 
award-winning employer.   Ken noted that 
they have employed over 10K young adults 
over the past years.   
 

Through this work, Ken became involved in 
the International Association of Amusement 
Parks & Attractions (IAAPA). Through 
IAAPA Ken has traveled the world visiting 
Latin America, Dubai, and all points in 
between.   He also was named IAAPA 
Chairperson.  He was also named “1/2 man 
of the year” by the Santa Cruz County 
Chamber of Commerce. Ken shared that 
during Covid was hard for business but he 
kept his FT staff employed during that 
difficult period.  On a personal note, Ken 
shared that he and his wife have been 
married for 44 years and have 9 
grandchildren with a 10th on the way! He 
was in the first Santa Cruz Jr. Guards class 
and has completed marathons in 45 of the 
50 states.  He’s a big Rocky Balboa fan 
and shared the quote: “It’s not how hard 
you can hit, but how you can keep moving 
after taking a hit!”  Ken also shared that 
“Service above self makes us all happy.  
Paul Harris had it right.”  Thank you, Ken, 
for your inspiring presentation.  
Club Calendar 
Birthdays: 
06/23 – Sharon Caiocca 
06/27 – Andrew Miller  
 
Wedding Anniversaries:  
06/24- Bruce & Jean Dunn – 63 
06/29- David & Monica Terrazas - 22 
 
Club Anniversaries: 
06/25 – Edward Penniman – 31 
06/27- Wayne Walker - 38 
 
Upcoming Program: 
7/5 - Dark  
7/12 - President Jill Stone 


